Helena, MT

May 2008

MAY MEMBERSHIP MEETING —
NOTE CHANGE OF LOCATION

Last Chance Audubon Society will meet on
Tuesday, May 20, at 7:00 pm at the
Neighborhood Center. (To access the
Neighborhood Center from Broadway, go south on
Cruse and then take a right slightly down into the
parking lot on the east side of the Neighborhood
Center. It's not possible to enter the buildingir
the walking mall in the evening.)
The May program —
From Black Gold to the Black Oystercatcher:
Challenges and Opportunities in Alaska
Presented by Taldi Walter
Taldi Walter is the Alaska Outreach Coortlina
for the National Audubon Society's Public Policy
Office in Washington, D.C. During her first year
with National Audubon she traveled throughout the
country taking Audubon members on a virtual tour
to some of Alaska's most stunning natural treasures
Her multimedia presentation is focused on the top
Alaska conservation issues. It showcases some of
the important natural areas and brilliant birdsnidu
in wild Alaska and explores some of Alaska's ndturg
treasures set aside decades ago for the benefit of
wildlife and the American public. She'll highlight
the imminent and compelling challenges and
opportunities facing the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, Tongass National Forest, Chugach National
Forest, and National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska.
Taldi was born in Fairbanks, Alaska, but rdise
a small town in the one of the most beautiful pdace
in the United States: the Flathead Valley of
Northwestern Montana. She considered natural
areas like the Rocky Mountains and Glacier Nationg|
Park her backyard. Nurtured by her family, she
developed a fond appreciation for nature and the
natural environment. She attended college in
Arkansas and as an undergraduate organized and
was instrumental in developing a recycling and
recycling education program for the university.r Fo
this work she was given the award of the Individual
Recycler of the Year by the Arkansas Recycling
Coalition.

Steve Hoffman, Executive Director of Montana
Audubon, has seen Taldi's program and said it is
excellent. This is a great opportunity to enjoy som
of the splendors of Alaska.

TO ALL LAST CHANCE AUDUBON
MEMBERS: You will receive a phone call or a
letter about the coming Birdathon fundraiser. We
have begun our quest to make contact aitiof our
members to ask for a pledge to a Birdathon team.
Many of you have already had a phone call and
about 50 of you have received letters. If you Aad
phone message or a letter and have not responded,
please consider making a pledge. Birdathon is our
main fundraiser. The money we raise (100%) goes
into our habitat protection fund and to the Montana
Audubon office. Please see the story and photos
(page 2) about our recent volunteer tree planting a
Spring Meadow State Park, an example of the grants
we make.

The Birdathon teams will report about their
birding day, including a bird list, and send itrado
with a reminder of your pledge.

To those who have already pledged, we thank
you for your support.

Happy birding this summer!

--Jo Lace
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SPRING PLANTING
AT SPRING MEADOW LAKE
By Brian Shovers

On Saturday, April 28 a group of about 30
LCAS members, Helena Boy Scouts and their
parents, members of the Ten Mile Watershed Grouy
and Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, gathered on
a sunny but blustery morning to plant some trees ar
shrubs. Our $2,000 grant to the Lewis & Clark
Water Quality Protection District from our Habitat
Protection Fund, along with $1,000 from Growing
Friends, and donations from Power Townsend,
Murdoch’s, and Pacific Steel for deer fencing,
provided about thirty trees and thirty shrubs,
including aspen, poplar, green ash, burr oak, and
cottonwood, chokecherry, serviceberry, buffalo
berry, and willows.

By noon the trees were planted, watered, and
fenced, but the work on Spring Meadow continues.
Thousands of trees were lost in last Septembe€gs fi
destroying much of the extraordinary songbird
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habitat. In the past it was not uncommon to
Northern Orioles, Yellow warblers, American
redstarts, Northern waterthrush. | think it wid b

see

years before we see these birds return, but on

Saturday a good number of water birds were seen
including American Avocet, Eared Grebe, Green-
winged Teal, Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Duck,
Ruddy Duck, and a Bald Eagle. Allin all it was a
beautiful start to what will have to become an ahnu
ritual if the park is to thrive again as a bird
sanctuary.

COMING EVENTS

Kelsey Chapter of the Montana Native Plant
Society: Saturday, May 1Q 8:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.
Don’'t Fence Me In trail run, sponsored by Prickly
Pear Land Trust. Kelsey Chapter will have an
information table at the event in Anchor Park. If
you want to help out, call Martha Vogt, 495-9270, o
Mary Johnson, 442-4676Monday, May 19, 5:30
p.m. Mount Helena Wildflower Week preview.
Come see what is blooming on Mount Helena in
preparation for the hikes on May™@all Kathy
Martin if you have questions, 443-171Puesday,
May 20. Mount Helena Wildflower Week hikes for
kids will occur both in the morning and afterno&n.
you would like to help with either or both sessions
or need additional information, please call Kathy
Martin at 443-1712.

Saturday, May 31, 10:00 a.m. The Montana
Discovery Foundation is hosting a wildflower walk
to Lewis & Clark Pass. Meet at the trailhead adQO:
a.m. for a stroll to the pass. This is a great
opportunity to view a variety of wildflowers in
different habitats. Walk is scheduled to run from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and is family-friendly.
Group size is limited to 25 (including hike leaders
RSVP to Sam, 495-3718, or Debbie, 495-3711.

Energy Insider Turned Visionary to Speak in
Montana: S. David Freemarfinds himself in the
curious role of being a lifelong energy insider who
now says we have to move away from energy
business as usual and we have to do it now.
Monday, May 12, 7:00 p.m. Helena Civic Center.
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Meet Cary Lund at the Lewis and Clark Library 8®p.m. for an easy stroll around the neighborhdoske to
the library, looking for a variety of local specieSall Cary at 449-3180 to sign up.

o< ' . ) ) '
Jo Lace, Brian Shovers and Bob Johnson will legibap to Benton Lake near Great Falls. This isxaellent
opportunity to see waterfowl and burrowing owlsedflat the DOT parking lot at 7:00 a.m., returnualdo00
p.m. Bring a lunch, water, binoculars, spottingmeand dress for any weather. Call to reseryma 5 people
maximum, 443-6640.
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Meet Cary Lund at the Lewis and Clark Library 8®p.m. for an easy stroll around the neighborhdoske to
the library, looking for a variety of local specieSall Cary at 449-3180 to sign up.
+ >=8: ( v
This weekend is the state Audubon Birding Festividere will be no Helena area trips scheduledigo up and
plan to go birding in the Billings area! Montanadubon, 442-3949.
+ 9 ' %. # .
Set your alarm clock and join early bird Dan Swativat 6:50 a.m. to enjoy some fantastic birdingf@ilver
City to Sieben Ranch, where Little Prickly Pearékr&inds through a narrow valley of grass-coveiidd and
rocky outcroppings. There is a good chance forkdsawck wrens, cranes, bobolinks, thrushes, ariatal
warblers. Dan would like to meet in front of thedd Samaritan Store at Custer and Montana. Pzdideim at
443-4229 to reserve a spot.
+ "8 ' ? '$ (tentative)
14 Trumpeter Swans were released on two separatheain the Nevada Valley in 2007, bringing thalto
number of swans released in the valley to 41. dgjists anticipate releasing approximately 40 svia2908 and
will continue releases until 7 active breeding paire established in the Valley. A maximum of &)ers from
outside the Valley are allowed to witness this mgwevent, so call Nancy Tunnicliff at 442-5024 tmfirm the
date, reserve a spot, and learn the meeting plattrae.
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A Birds & Beasleys staff person will lead a birdlkvavery Saturday morning, April 5-November 1. Mat7:30
am in front of Birds & Beasleys, 70 S. Park, anfbg2 hours of local birding fun. Locations wititate
throughout the summer, but will include Spring Meadthe Fairgrounds Pond, the Cement Plant, Jaasl®gs
backyard, and anywhere else the group decides. térgservations are not necessary but would besajaped —
449-0904.

FIELD TRIP FOLLOWUP: Cedron Jones led
a field trip to the McMaster Hills on April 19. €he
were 10 participants on this cold, wintry day, and
they saw 29 bird species, including Wood Duck,
Common Loon, Marsh Wren, and Yellow-rumped
Warbler.

Early in the morning on April 26, Sara Toubman
led a field trip at Spring Meadow Lake. They saw
25 species, including American Avocet, Spotted
Sandpiper, Ring-necked Duck, Yellow-rumped
Warbler, Osprey, Belted Kingfisher, and Sandhill

Crane.




MORE COMING EVENTS

Montana Bird Festival: Montana Audubon and
the Yellowstone Valley Audubon Chapter will host
the 2008 Montana Bird FestivalRbcky Mountain
College in Billings, June 6-8.

WESTBY WEEKEND BIRDING TOUR
MAY 24-28

In conjunction with the 2008 Bird Festival,
Montana Audubon is offering a birding tour to
Westby, located in northeastern Montana. The tqur
will be led by John Shipley, who will be assisted K
Steve Hoffman, and is limited to 10 participants.

The city park in Westby will be the main focus
for birding. Westby is the migrant warbler capiél
Montana, and many bird species visit this oasis ir]
their spring migration, during the last week of Maj
About 15 warbler species should be seen.

This trip begins in Billings on the morning of
Saturday, May 24. Cost is $495/person from
Billings and includes transportation, lodging and
guides, plus a $50 donation to Montana Audubon,.
Cost does not include meals.

To register for the tour or for additional
information, please contact John Shipley, 406-46
8247 [ishipley3@yahoo.com
www.kingfisherbirdtours.com
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MONTANA AUDUBON OFFERS AWARDS

Montana Audubon will be giving at least 4
awards at its annual meeting this year. The awards
acknowledge individuals who exemplify a
commitment to birds, other wildlife and habitat
conservation. This year awards will be given for
Conservationist of the Year, Environmental
Educator of the year, Special Achievement, and
Lifetime Achievement.

To nominate your candidate, please call the
Montana Audubon office to request an award
nomination form or download one from the MT
Audubon websitewww.mtaudubon.org. To be
considered for this year’s awarthminations and
all supporting material must be postmarked no
later than May 16, 2008. All nominations and
supporting material should be sent to Montana
Audubon, PO Box 595, Helena MT 59624, or by
phone: 406-443-3949. Awards will be made on Jun

White-crowned Sparrow

Photo by Bohtivia
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BIRDNOTE: THE RESPLENDENT QUETZAL
BY BRIAN SHOVERS

During the first two weeks of this year Jo and biudathon buddies from Butte, the Steirles, lande@osta
Rica on the ultimate birding adventure. We had meach about the bird Roger Tory Peterson onceritbesicas
“the most spectacular bird in the New World,” anergvdetermined to see the Quetzal. That couldvakenging
with their status threatened by habitat loss. l&mping our trip | had found a highland valley, gsoaf Cartago
off the Pan-American Highway, that claimed regsightings of the bird. We booked a cabin at Sarafe de
Dota, located at the bottom of a steep, windinglr@aéong the La Savegre River.

Our hostess, Orianna Chacon, offered her mepdadigh school student, as our guide to see #zQlube next
morning. Roland appeared immediately after brestkénd we followed him a short distance up therdid,
crossed the river over a bridge, and walked ughilhenaybe 500 feet into a clearing. There we capen
maybe fifteen Japanese tourists with their hugeptedto lens and spotting scopes trained on a fnaks Quetzal
perched in a nearby tree. The bird actually seameelvel in all of the attention, in fact afteveeal minutes he
flew to a lower perch above the creek, undetersedllithe cameras. A second observation of the toiok place
in the cloud forest at Monteverde, and this timeglghting took place from a deck attached to Hr& pafé
frequented by a number of tourists. We consideredelves incredibly fortunate, since we met a nemath
Costa Ricans who had never seen a Quetzal.

The QuetzalRharomachrus mocinfaneasures 15 inches in length and its body ism$e emerald and
golden green with a red belly, but the male’s mestarkable
feature is four feathery turquoise uppertail cavaentasuring up to
thirty inches, which only appears at three yeah® denus name
Pharomachrus, comes from the Greek wagotayos(mantle), and
macros(long). The bird has a strong beak useful in didsg its
primary food source, a miniature wild avocatEpgoquacate)
laurel and blackberry tree fruits, as well as @etg of insects and
lizards. This distinctive Trogon inhabits the Hagids of Tilaran
and Talamanca Cordilleras from elevations of 4&0tf9900 ft.
in mature wet montane forests or forest edges. Quetzal nests
in tree cavities and incubates 2-3 eggs.

In 1832 Mexican priest, politician, and natistaPablo de la
Llave, became the first person to describe the falietn 1811
Llave helped organize a survey of Mexican natuistbiny. During
the 1820s Llave joined naturalist Juan de Lejavzstudy
Michoacan orchids and described them in a docuimet24.

The Quetzal represented the most sacred syoifitiod Mayas
who traded their feathers with other Mesoamericites, the
Aztecs to the north and Incas to the south. Thdymbolized
freedom and wealth; freedom because the bird diedptivity.

Today the Quetzal appears on the Guatemalan flchgheir
money. Destruction of habitat has actually made@uatemalan
symbol of wealth and freedom a rarity. The spe@esains
relatively healthy in Costa Rica.

Last Chance Audubon promotes understanding respa@ad enjoyment of
birds and the natural world through education, habt protection, and environmental advocacy.




Membership from Sara Toubman.Welcome and
thanks to the following new and renewing membeM#\S
New: Connie Vergine, Andrea Rasmussen, Candac |

Coefield, and Diana Herrick. NAS Renewals: Ed éName

Last Chance Audubon Society
Membership Form

Madej, John Moore, Carole Massman, Bruce .
Desonia, and Molly Herrin. LCAS New/ Renewals: :
Kirk Eakin, Barbara Kenny, Susan & Bruce Marks, Address
Denise Pengeroth, Susan Sciandra, Sumner Sharp :
and Ellen Taylor. iCity/State/Zip
And that's a wrap.{No rgore n{ewsletters until iPhone E-mail

September. Happy Summer! ! !
Please send your $15 check and form to Last Chance

Audubon Society, PO Box 924, Helena, MT 59624, !

All contributions are tax deductible. '

LAST CHANCE AUDUBON SOCIETY

Officers: Christmas Count  Sue Newell-442-8142/Cedron Jon2sl2Z1
Secretary Brian Shovers 443-6640 Circulation Samrry/Joyce Beckes 458-8170
Treasurer Dan Sullivan 443-4229 Conservation amlBB8hovers  443-6640

Board of Directors: Education vacant
Bob Martinka 449-3313 Field Trip Jim Greene 495-9270 - greenevogt@imt.ngt
Don Skaar 442-3254 Habitat Protection vacant
Jim Greene 495-9270 Membership Sara Toubmdn2-1271
Coburn Currier ccurrier@mt.gov Nat. Hist. Series  Don Skaar 442-3254
Lorna Milne 443-7162 Newsletter Joyce Becke#58-8170 - samsper@mt.net
Martha Vogt 495-9270 Program Sara Toubman-442-1271/Nancy Tunnicliff-442- 5024/

Coburn Currier-ccurrier@mt.gov

Committee Chairs/Contacts: Publicity Jim Greene 495-9270
Birdathon Jo Lace 443-6640 Silent Auction Saftiyll-449-0904/Jo Lace-443-6640
Birdseed Sale Sandy Shull-449-0904/Sue Jacksor4488- Website Christian Frazza
LCAS Website: www.lastchancaudubon.orgContacts: Birdseed — Birds & Beasleys, 449-08iade Grown Coffee — Joyce Beckes,
458-8170; Montana Audubon — 443-3949 / www.mtaudutra Newsletter available to non-members for $5.50ypar. Send check to
LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena 59624.
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