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FEBRUARY  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
     Last Chance Audubon Society will meet 

Monday, February 15, at 7 pm in the Choir 

Room of St. Paul's Methodist Church, corner of 

Cruse and Lawrence (enter basement from 

Cruse, room is first on the left).  The program: 

   My Big Year – 2007 - presented by Gary Swant 
     Gary Swant had a dream of finding 300 species 

of birds in a single year in Montana. This was no 

small task given that there were 421 recorded 

species in the state as of April 2007 ("Checklist of 

Montana Birds September 2007") and that one 

hundred and three of those had been seen less than 

twenty times. That left 318 species in the state 

that were somewhat common! Wayne Tree had set 

the previous Montana American Bird Association 

high count of 293 species in 2004. That was 

Wayne's highest count after four years of effort. 

     Gary prepared. He birded hard in 2005 and ended 

the year with 265 species. In 2006 he birded 

differently and ended with 278. After those two 

years of effort he thought he was ready. In 2007 he 

reached his goal of 300 species by mid-July and 

finished his Big Year with 328 species! The last 

bird, a Rusty Blackbird, was seven miles from his 

home. He had driven 24,000 miles and birded a total 

of 141 full days in the field. 

     Gary graduated from the University of Montana 

with Bachelors and Masters degrees in biology and 

field ecology. He was a high school instructor in 

these subjects for twenty-five years in Deer Lodge. 

Among the awards he received was the Outstanding 

Biology Teacher of the Year Award. He retired in 

1993 and started concentrating on birding. His 

philosophy is "When the nest is empty, go birding!" 

     Don't miss this exciting evening with someone so 

passionate about birds and birding. 

 

   

 

  

 

 

MONTANA OUTDOOR EDUCATION 

CENTER AT SPRING MEADOW LAKE 
     Tuesday, February 16, 7:00 pm at the Lewis 

and Clark Library, Chris Smith from Montana 

Fish, Wildlife and Parks will discuss plans for the 

Montana Outdoor Education Center at Spring 

Meadow Lake. The center will establish a native 

plant garden as one of several outdoor features, as 

well as providing opportunities for environmental 

education. Jointly sponsored by Kelsey Chapter of 

the Montana Native Plant Society and Last Chance 

Audubon and free to the public. 

 

NATURAL HISTORY LECTURE 

SERIES:  CELEBRATING ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS IN  

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 
COMPLETE INFORMATION INSIDE 

 

Also Inside: 
• Birdnote: Sandhill Crane Migration         
  Focus of 40th Annual Rivers and Wildlife  
  Celebration by Kevin Poague, Audubon  

  Nebraska ... p. 2 

• Great Backyard Bird Count - Feb.12-15  

   ...  p. 3 

•  Jane Beasley's Birthday Celebration  

    at Birds & Beasleys - Feb. 20 ... p. 3 

• Montana Audubon's Annual Bird Festival:  

  Wings Across the Big Sky ... p.3 
 

LCAS LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE 
                            by Brian Shovers 

     Thanks to a generous donation from late LCAS 

member, Nancy Tunnicliff, this past summer we 

began working to update the chapter website.  After 

one false start, the new site is up and running at 

www.lastchanceaudubon.org.  Check it out.  It  
(continued on next page) 

http://www.lastchanceaudubon.org/
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(continued from previous page) 

would not have happened without the work of local 

graphic designer, Geoff Wyatt, the photographs of 

our very own Bob Martinka, and the assistance of 

Dan Sullivan and Christian Frazza.  Christian has 

graciously volunteered to act as our webmaster, so if 

you have news to post, please contact Christian at 

cfrazza@carroll.edu.  We will be posting a calendar 

of events and our monthly newsletter, as well as the 

results of the annual Christmas Bird Count.  We 

intend to feature a new bird each month on our home 

page, photos courtesy of Bob Martinka.   

 

              

                    BIRDNOTE:  SANDHILL CRANE MIGRATION FOCUS OF 40
th

 ANNUAL  

                                           RIVERS AND WILDLIFE CELEBRATION                                           

                                                     by Kevin Poague, Audubon Nebraska 
     The 40

th
 annual Rivers and Wildlife Celebration will be held March 18-21, 2010, in Kearney, Nebraska.   

Organized by Audubon Nebraska and the Nebraska Bird Partnership, the conference gathers together nature 

enthusiasts from across the county to witness the migration of over half a million sandhill cranes and millions of 

waterfowl and other birds through central Nebraska. Events include guided field trips, a photography workshop, a 

family fun room, and daily visits to river blinds operated by Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary for up-close views of 

cranes roosting on the Platte River. 

      Local and national speakers will present information on a variety of wildlife and conservation topics. Main 

speakers are Scott Weidensaul, author of more than two dozen natural history books, including Living on the 

Wind: Across the Hemisphere with Migratory Birds, a Pulitzer Prize finalist; Mike Forsberg, nature photographer 

and author of Great Plains: America’s Lingering Wild; Ron Klataske, executive director of Audubon of Kansas; 

and Chris Wood, eBird Project Leader, Cornell Lab of Ornithology. More than twenty local environmental 

organizations will have information booths and free hands-on activities on Saturday for families.  

     The celebration is open to the general public. Registration materials can be found at 

www.nebraska.audubon.org. Or contact Audubon Nebraska to be put on the mailing list: Nebraska@audubon.org; 

402/797-2301. Rowe Sanctuary has information about viewing the sandhill crane migration, 308/468-5282; 

www.rowesanctuary.org. 

_______________________ 

INTERIOR OFFICIALS:  BROWN PELICANS   

NO LONGER ENDANGERED 
 Great Falls Tribune, Nov. 12, 2009     
     Much like its death-defying dives for fish, the 

brown pelican has resurfaced after plummeting to 

the brink of extinction. 

    Interior Department officials on Wednesday 

announced that they were taking the bird off the 

endangered species list, after a nearly four-decade 

struggle to keep the brown pelican population afloat.           

The bird, now prevalent across Florida, the Gulf and 

Pacific coasts and the Caribbean, was declared an 

endangered species in 1970, after its population--

much like those of the bald eagle and peregrine 

falcon--was decimated by the use of the pesticide 

DDDT.  The chemical, consumed when the pelican 

ate tainted fish, caused it to lay eggs with shells so 

thin they broke during incubation. 

     The pelican's recovery is largely because of a 

1972 ban on DDT, coupled with efforts by states and 

conservation groups to protect its nesting sites and 

monitor its population, Interior Department officials 

said. 

     "Today we can say the brown pelican is back," 

said Interior Secretary Ken Salazar in a conference 

call with reporters in Washington.  "Once again, we 

see healthy flocks of these graceful birds flying over 

our shores.  The brown pelican is endangered no 

longer." 

     The official announcement came earlier at a press 

conference at Big Branch Marsh National Wildlife 

Refuge in Louisiana, which is dubbed the "Pelican 

State."  The bird has been on the state's official seal 

since 1804, but the pelican had virtually disappeared 

from its coasts in the 1960s. 

     "It's been a long journey," said Tom Strickland, 

assistant secretary for fish, wildlife parks for the 

Interior Department.  "It's tracked my whole adult 

life." 
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GREAT BACKYARD BIRD 

COUNT - FEB. 12-15 
     The GBBC is a great way for people of all ages to 

connect with nature.  It's easy:  Just count the birds 

in your backyard, local park, or another location of 

your choice, and report what you see online at 

www.birdcount.org.  You can also see what birds are 

being reported in your own neighborhood and 

throughout the US and Canada by visiting this 

website.  

     Participating in the GBBC provides important 

information about birds and the environment we 

share.  Anyone can participate, it's a great family  

exercise, and it's FREE. 

 

DOUBLE THE FUN - AT JANE 

BEASLEY'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 

     Join Birds & Beasleys in celebrating Jane 

Beasley’s 80th birthday.  Stop by for cake 

and sign her birthday card on Saturday, 

February 20th , 11am – 3pm.  Birds & Beasleys 

will donate $1 to the Lewis & Clark Library 

for everyone who signs Jane’s card.  So have 

some cake and we’ll donate.  449-0904. 

 

Last Chance Audubon Society promotes 
understanding, respect and enjoyment of birds 

and the natural world through education, habitat 
protection and environmental advocacy. 

 

 

AUDUBON'S ANNUAL BIRD FESTIVAL: 

WINGS ACROSS THE BIG SKY 
Join us!  June 4-6, 2010 in Missoula 

     Montana Audubon is working with the Five 

Valleys and Bitterroot Audubon Chapters to plan 

another fantastic festival June 4-6.  We have 15 field 

trips planned 

for Saturday 

that range 

from the local 

Clark Fork 

River Grass 

Valley 

Important 

Bird Area, 

where Sora 

Rail and 

Lewis's 

Woodpecker 

may be observed, to a 750-acre working cattle ranch 

west of Frenchtown.  All field trips have been 

planned so that everyone can make it back to enjoy 

lunch speaker, Kate Stone. 

     Saturday evening will be filled with a social hour, 

banquet, silent auction, and fabulous raffle items.  

We will also host our dessert auction. 

     Sunday has 15 exciting field trips that range from  

a beautiful drive up to Upsata Lake to longer field  

trips like the 6-mile hike through Douglas Fir and  

Ponderosa Pine forests.  Information about 

conservation, habitat, and research projects will be  

shared.   

     With 15 planned field trips on Saturday and  

Sunday there will be something to meet everyone's 

fitness level and birding interest.  More information 

about field trips, speakers, lodging, registration and 

other highlights will be posted in early March at 

http://mtaudubon.org.  Until then, save the date 

and plan to be in Missoula in early June!  Group 

sizes will be limited so register early. 

 

 
 

March Newsletter Deadline:  Please submit 

March newsletter items by Monday, Mar. 1.  

Thanks! 
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LAST CHANCE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

PO BOX 924 

HELENA MT  59624 
 

               
 

LAST CHANCE AUDUBON SOCIETY 

               Officers:      Christmas Count Sue Newell/Cedron Jones 442-8142/442-1271 

Secretary Brian Shovers 443-6640/sholace@bresnan.net Circulation Sam Sperry/Joyce Beckes 458-8170 

Treasurer Dan Sullivan 443-4229    Conservation Brian Shovers  443-6640 

 Board of Directors:    Education vacant 

Bob Martinka  449-3313    Field Trip Jim Greene     495-9270/greenevogt@imt.net 

Don Skaar  442-3254    Habitat Protection Drake Barton  449-6586 

Coburn Currier  ccurrier@mt.gov   Membership Sara Toubman  442-1271 

Lorna Milne  443-7162    Nat. Hist. Series Don Skaar  442-3254 

Martha Vogt  495-9270    Newsletter Joyce Beckes  458-8170/samsper@mt.net 

       Program  Sara Toubman  442-1271 

       Publicity  Jim Greene  495-9270 

 Committee Chairs/Contacts    Silent Auction Sandy Shull/Jo Lace 449-0904/443-6640 

Birdathon  Jo Lace  443-6640  Website                 Christian Frazza                cfrazza@carroll.edu 

Birdseed Sale Sue Jackson/Sandy Shull  443-4486/449-0904 

Website: www.lastchanceaudubon.org; Contacts: Birdseed - Birds & Beasleys, 449-0904; Montana Audubon - 443-3949/ 

www.mtaudubon.org.  Non-members may receive the newsletter for $5.50 per year. Send check to LCAS, PO Box 924, Helena 59624. 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT from Sara Toubman 

Please welcome the following members.  NAS New: Gail 

Moser, Danielle Perrine, Darlene Hindoien, Stephanie 

Powell, Peggy Jean. NAS Renewals: Jennifer Hill, Paul 

Richards, Candace West, Thomas Pearson, J.M. Pichette, 

Bart Ekren, Peter Dech, Dick Warner, John/Robin Hein, 

Mike Blessinger, Bob Kirchberger, Randolph Bradley, 

Robert A. Martin, John Hoffland, Sam Samson, Cary Lund. 

LCAS New/Renewals: Brian Shovers/Jo Lace, Bobbi 

Dancer, Dan/Delight Sullivan, Darlene Hindoien, Nan/Ray 

Breuninger, Kathy Lloyd/Drake Barton, Joyce Beckes/Sam 

Sperry, Nancy Schwalm, Jon Motl/Lorna Milne Motl,  

Lowell Anderson, LeRoy/Diana Schramm, Bill Hubber, 

Jan Donaldson/Mary Anne Guggenheim. 
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Last Chance Audubon Society  
Membership Form 

 
 

Name_____________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________ 

City/StateZip______________________________ 

Phone__________E-mail_____________________ 

Please send your $15 check and form to Last 
Chance Audubon Society, PO Box 924,  Helena, MT 

59624.  All contributions are tax deductible. 

mailto:cfrazza@carroll.edu
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